The Green Acre School
and the
Baha'i Faith

its history

Mestled in the woods of Eliot,
Maine, just off Route 103 and nextto
the Piscataqua River is a very in-
teresting little summer school and
historical landmark. It's called the
"Green Acre School” and ithas quite
a story to tell.

Irn 1882 a Transcendentalist and
electrical pioneer named Moses
Farmer moved with his family from
Mewport, Bhode Island to  Eliot,
Maine. Itis claimed thatthis man had
developed aset of electricallampsto
light his home when Edison was yet

The Administration Building and entrance to Green Acre
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Moses Farmer's electric train, it's reported to be the first one ever built.

Displayed first at Green Acre.

Maoszes Farmer

twelve vears old. Farmer never
patented hisinventions becauseasa
Transcendentalist, being greatly in-
fluenced by Emerson, he believed
that he did not have a personal right
to his invertions. He believed he was
merely a sensitive mind who could
perceive the thoughts of God ex-
isting in the universe, and that his
purpose was to translate these
thoughts into practical inventions

for the benefit of humanity. Many of
these inventions fell into the hands
of others who turned them to their
own profitable Uses,

Moses Farmer's daughter,
Sarah Jane, was raised ina vigorous
intellectual community and had a
great deal of intellectual and
spiritual curiosity herself. She was
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instrumental in the founding of the
Eliot Library, and she alsoentared a
business wventure with
gentlemen and built a summer resort
for Massachusetts and Connecticutt
residents. During its first season, in
1884, Sarah’s friend John Greenleaf
Whittier paid a visit, It wasduring his
stay that the Inn gained itz name. As
Whittier sat before the big fireplace
in the main lobby of the Inn he
declared, "Some people have called
this God's acres, but | call it Green
Acre" The well-known post also
wrote two poems on the pramesis,

The Fireplace in the Main Lobby

One of them was for Sarah’s kirth-
day, and the other he wrote beside a
beautiful little spring which today
bears the name of the poem; “Maude
Muellar"

In 1884 Sarah Farmer started
the Monsalvat School of Com-
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The Main Staircase

parative Religions at Green Acre.
Thousands flocked o see reknown-
ed intellectual and spiritual lecturers
of all faiths, [t was a novel ex-
parience for people of that day to ses
a podium shared by Buddhists,
Moslims, Hindus, Zorastrians, Jews
and recognized scholars in the
various fields of Christian theology.

Sarah began to suffer from ill
health in 18989 and was convingced to
take a Mediterranean cruise. It was
during this cruise that Sarah met Ab-
du’'l Baha and recognized him as the
fulfillment of the hopes of all the
religions she had worked with. She
returned to Green Acre in 1901 and
eventually made it gver into a Baha'l
school,
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The Sarah Farmer Inn.
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The Summer of 1912 was an ex-
citing one for the School becauss
Abdu'l Baha visited and lectured at
Green Acre and left alasting impres-
sion. The room where he stayed is
now used by the Baha'iz as a prayer
and meditation room,

Sarah Jane Farmer died in 1925,
but all of her hard work and unrelan-
ting faith live on today in the Green
Acre Baha'i School. From  that
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Rezldential sﬁmmer cottages on the Green Acre School grounds,
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school have grown study groups in
Portsmouth, Kittery, Durham, York
and Dover out of which |oecal
spiritual aszemblies have formed. All
of these assemblies sponsor an in-
formation center |ocated in
Fortemouth.

its theology

Baha'is believe that Godisanin-
visible spiritual essence; that he is
the Author and Creator of the entire
urivarsa: and that he is all-knowing
and loving.

They believe that God, from age
12> age, sends spiritually perfected
beings to Earth to teach and help
mankind unfold spiritually. Among
thease spiritual teachers of
“Manifestations”, as they are known
to the Baha'i areincluded: Abraham,
Moses, Budda, Mohammed,
Zoroaster, Jesus, and Bah'u'llah.
When they follow the teachings of
these "Manifestations” and when
they purity theirlives through prayer
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The Baha'i House of Waorship, Wilmette, llingis.

and service, they advance spiritually
and they gain in understanding.

The Baha'is believe in an
afterlife, that there are spiritval
worlds beyond this physical one, but
they do not believa inreincarnation.

There is also a distinction made
by them between spiritual teachings
and social teachings given by a
"Manifestation”, Mosas put forth the
social teachings applicable to his
day and society, Jesus to his, and
Mohammed and Buddha to theirs.
The followers of Baha'u'llah belisve
that he gave the pattern for social
ordertoday through observing these
principles:

The oneness of mankind
fndependent investigation of truth.

The common foundation of all
refigions.

The essential harmony of science
and religion.

Equality of men and women.
Elimination of prejudice of all kinds.

Universal compuisory aducation.

A spirifual ediution of the economic
proffem,

A universal auxiliary language,

Universal peace upheld by a world
gOverament,

The spiritual teachings,
however, are unchanging and are
always the same no matter which
Manifestation gives them. Some of
these are, basically:

God is the author and creator of the
Lniverse

He is all-knowing and loving.

He wishes us to seek to emulate cer-
tairt spiritual qualities, so thal we
shall grow spiritually.

Therg iz a life which we confinue lo
fve conseiously even alter death.

The different religions have
used different analogies to explain
the spiritual teachings, but they all
come from the same God.

34

the founder
and the organization

Thers is no clergy in the Baha'i
Faith. The organization i main-
tained through a different system.

Baha'u'llah is the Founderofthe
Baha'i Faith, the way that Jesus is
the Founder of the Christian Faith
and Mohammed is the Founder of
the Muslim Faith. When Baha'u'llah
died, he appointed hiz son, Abdu’|
Baha to be the center of unity Lo
which the Baha'is could turn so
there wouldn't be a lot of litlle
splinter groups with varying or
clashing interpretations of
Baha'u'llah's leachings. This is the
Baha'i " covenant, which is to
preserve Unity. Abdu’| Baha was ex-
tremely important in that respect, for
thal was his function, He was not a
Manifestation, He was a manwho at-
tained a high degree of spirituality
through his lowe and service, and
Baha'is revere him, but they're care-
ful to draw a distinction.

Abu’l Baha

After he died, he appointed his
grandson, Shoghi Effendi, as the
center of unily. His task was to bring
inte being the administrative order
that Baha'u'llah had written about.
This administrative order is an in-
tegral part of the Baha'i Faith. A
Baha'i, or follower of the Faith,
needs to participate in the ad-
ministrative order, be obedient 1o it,
be supportive of it, and needs to
make whatever contribution he can
to it.

The administrative order essen-
tially consgists of communities con-
taining nine or more Baha'is. They
glect what is called a local spiritual
assembly. The assemblies gather
annually throughout a nation and
elect a national spiritual assembly
which has national administrative
functions. The next step is for the
national assemblies to gather and
they elect the Universal House of
Justice consisting of nine membars.
This election is hald every five years,
and was first held in 1963, The Un-
iversal House of Justice is located in
the Baha'i World Center at the foot of
Mount Carmel in Haifa, lsrael and it
directs and coardinates the affairs of
approximately 130 national spiritual
assemblies,

The American Center iz in
Wilmette, lllinois. There are other
centers locatad throughout the
world in Frankfort, Germany; Kam-
pala, Uganda, Africa; Sydney,
Australia; and there's ane in Pan-
ama.




