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school have grown study groups in
Portsmouth, Kittery, Qurham, York
and Dover out of which local
spiritual assemblies have formed. All
of these assembligs sponsor an in-
formation center located in
Fortsmouth.

its theology

Baha'is believe that Godisan in-
visible spiritual essence; that he is
the Author and Creator of the entire
univarse: and that he is all-knowing
and loving.

They believe that God, from age
o age, sends spiritually perfected
beings to Earth 1o teach and help
mankind unfold spiritually. Among
these spiritual teachers of
“Manifestations”, as they are known
to the Baha'i areincluded: Abraham,.
Moses, Budda, Mohammed,
Zoroaster, Jesus, and Bah'u'llah.
When they follow the teachings of
these “Manifestations” and when
they purify theirlives through prayer
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The Baha'i House of Worship, Wilmette, lllingis.

and service, they advance spiritually
and they gain in understanding.

The Baha'is believe in an
afterlife, that there are spiritual
worlds beyond this physical one, but
they do not believe inreincarnation.

There is also a distinction made
by them between spiritual teachings
and social leachings given by a
"Manifestation”. Mosas put forth the
sacial teachings applicable to his
day and society, Jesus 1o his, and
Mohammed and Buddha to theirs.
The followers of Baha'u'llah believe
that he gave the pattern for social
ordertoday through observing these
principles:

The oneness of mankind
independent investigation of truth.

The common foundation of all
religions.

The essential harmony of science
and religion.

Equality of men and women,
Efimination of prejudice of all kinds,

Untversal compuisory education.

A spiritual solution of the economic
problem.

A untversal auxiiary language.

Universal peace upheld by a world
government,

The spiritual teachings.
however, are unchanging and are
always the same no matter which
Manifestation gives them. Same of
these are, basically:

God is the guthor and ereator of the
universe

He is all-knowing and loving.

He wishes us to seek to emulate cer-
tain spinitual qualities, 20 thal we
shall grow spiritually.

There is a lile which we continue to
five consciously even alter dealh,

The different religions have
used different analogies to explain
the spiritual teachings. but they all
come from the same God.
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the founder
and the organization

There is no clergy in the Baha'i
Faith. The organization is main-
tained through a different system.

Baha'u'llah is the Founder of the
Baha'i Faith, the way that Jesus is
the Founder of the Christian Faith
and Mohammed is the Founder of
the Muslim Faith. When Baha'u'llah
died, he appointed his son. Abdu’l
Baha to be the center of unity Lo
which the Baha'is could turn so
there wouldn't be a lot of litile
splinter groups with varying or
clashing interpretations of
Baha'u'llah's teachings. This is the
Baha'i covenant, which is to
preserve unity. Abdu’l Baha was ex-
tremely important in that respect, for
that was his function, He was not a
Manifestation. He was amanwho at-
tained a high degree of spirituality
through his love and service, and
Baha'is revere him, but they're care-
ful to draw a distinction.

Abu'l Baha

After ha died, he appointed his
grandson, Shoghi Effendi, as the
center of unily. His task was to bring
into being the administrative order
that Bahza'u'llah had written about.
This administrative order is an in-
tegral part ot the Baha'i Faith. A
Baha'i, or follower of the Faith,
needs to participata in the ad-
ministrative order, be obedient 1o it,
be supportive of it, and needs to
make whatever contribution he can
to it.

The administrative order essen-
tially consists of communities con-
laining nine or more Baha'is. They
elect what is called a local spiritual
assembly. The assemblies gather
annually throughout a nation and
elect a national spiritual assembly
which has national administrative
functions. The next step is for the
national assemblies to gather and
they elect the Universal House of
Justice consisting of nine membaers.
This election is held every five years,
and was first held in 1963, The Un-
iversal House of Justice is locatedin
the Baha'i World Center at the foot of
Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel and it
directs and coordinates the affairs of
approximately 130 national spiritual
assemblies,

The American Center is in
Wilmette, lllinois. There are other
centars located throughout the
world in Frankfort, Germany; Kam-
pala, Uganda, Africa; Svdney,
Australia; and there's one in Pan-
damd. 5 s
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